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secondary importance except perhaps in Acadia where
the Capuchins were not faced by the same obstacles.

The time had come to give, as Louis XIV put it, the
"final touch of perfection" to the young Canadian
Church. For some time now there had been a plan on
foot to appoint a bishop for New France which until
that time had been more or less officially attached, for
all religious purposes, to the Diocese of Rouen. About
1650, over the opposition of the Jesuits, the associates
of Notre Dame petitioned for a bishop for Montreal.
The negotiations dragged on until the King sought the
advice of the Pope, Alexander VII, and, in June 1658,
elevated Canada into an apostolic vicarate and chose
as first bishop Francois de Montmorency-Laval, with
his see at Quebec. The new prelate was a worthy man,
whose piety, humility, and uprightness were never in
question, but the choice was not one to please all the
rival parties. The Archbishop of Rouen, among others,
protested forcibly, summoning to his support the
assembly of bishops of France, and so great was the
opposition that the consecration of the newly appointed
bishop took place almost in secret.

More serious troubles awaited Monseigneur de
Laval in Quebec. A former pupil of the Jesuits, he had
the most profound veneration for the masters of his
youth. Thus, shortly after his arrival at Quebec he
named a Jesuit as his Vicar General. Now the Arch-
bishop of Rouen, who claimed to have sole jurisdiction
over Ville Marie, just twelve months earlier had named
to this post the odd and stubborn M. de Queylus, local
Superior of the Sulpicians, who were lords of the island
of Montreal. The matter became so serious that
finally the civil authorities had to take a hand in it and